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Intro page

The Waterfront Committee is a collaboration of local community groups, residents, and businesses 
wanting to develop a grassroots community vision for the Haldi House and the Fort Langley Marina 
Park. It is our desire to initiate a community conversation on the future of this area so that it meets 
community needs and desires. Let’s create a proactive vision and not be reactive to future development 
proposals.

Who we are:

Fort Langley Community Association
Fort Langley Legacy Foundation
Heritage Fort Langley
Langley Heritage Society
Fort Langley Canoe Club
Fort Langley Canoe and Kayak Club
Salmon River Enhancement Society



2023 Waterfront Survey

The Waterfront Committee conducted a survey as part of their public consultation process.

From the 215 total responses to the survey, here are the results of note:

Preservation of Character and Heritage: There was a strong emphasis on preserving the existing 
character and heritage of the area, including the retention and restoration of historic buildings. 
Respondents expressed a desire to maintain the unique identity and historical significance of Fort 
Langley.

Community-Oriented Spaces and Amenities: Respondents highlighted the importance of 
community-oriented spaces, such as picnic areas, benches, gathering spaces, and amenities like 
washrooms and changing facilities. There was also a desire for spaces that could be used by local 
community groups, non-profits, and for arts and cultural activities.

Public Access to Waterfront and Green Spaces: Maintaining public access to the waterfront and 
preserving green spaces was a significant concern for respondents. They emphasized the importance 
of preserving natural elements, such as trees and green areas, and extending the trail system. There 
was a desire to maintain the connection between the community and the Fraser River.



2023 Waterfront Survey

The Waterfront Committee conducted a survey as part of their public consultation process.

Results of note, continued:

Balancing Development and Commercialization: Respondents expressed the need for a balanced 
approach that respects the existing character and avoids excessive commercialization. There was 
opposition to high-rise buildings, condos, and commercial establishments that could potentially change 
the overall feel and scale of the area.

Inclusion and Engagement with Indigenous Community: Respondents highlighted the importance 
of acknowledging and involving the Kwantlen Nation, the local Indigenous community, in 
decision-making processes and recognizing the cultural significance of the area.

Water Sports and Recreational Activities: Respondents expressed a strong interest in maintaining 
and improving facilities for water sports, such as canoeing, kayaking, and paddleboarding. There was a 
desire for better access to the river, improved boat launches, and storage facilities for watercraft.



Survey analysis
Q1 - How are you connected to Fort Langley? (Check all that apply )

The majority of respondents reside within Fort Langley or the Township of Langley.



Survey analysis

Q2 - If you are a member of a Fort Langley Community User Group, please specify.

The 24 various other groups mentioned by respondents included Fort Langley Dads, BC Farm 
Museum Association, Bedford Channel Society, etc.



Survey analysis

Q3 - What do you consider important for the future of the  Fort Langley Marina Park and the 
heritage Haldi House properties?

Overall, the key trends revolve around maintaining public access, preserving natural and historic elements, supporting community use, and 
providing amenities and infrastructure to enhance the waterfront experience for residents and visitors.

1. Community Use and Amenities:
Respondents highlight the need for community-oriented spaces, including amenities 
such as picnic areas, benches, outdoor seating, and gathering spaces. Suggestions for 
community use include supporting local community groups, providing space for 
non-profit use, and supporting the arts with galleries and music performances. The 
desire for waterfront spaces with food and beverage locations, outdoor patios, food 
trucks, and riverfront dining areas are also mentioned.

2. Environmental and Cultural Considerations:
The importance of acknowledging and involving the Kwantlen Nation, the local 
Indigenous community, is highlighted in several responses. There is a focus on 
maintaining a natural habitat, conserving green spaces, and extending the trail 
System. Suggestions for maintaining the area's historical and cultural significance, 
including public heritage events and continued access for water sports teams, are 
mentioned.



Survey analysis

Q3 - What do you consider important for the future of the  Fort Langley Marina Park and the 
heritage Haldi House properties?

3. Parking and Infrastructure:
Adequate parking is a frequent concern raised by respondents, with a call for more 
parking spaces to accommodate visitors and water sports participants.
Improved infrastructure, such as washrooms, safety measures, and a regular dredging 
schedule for the channel, is suggested to support increased usage and accessibility.

4. Public Access and Preservation:
Many respondents emphasize the importance of maintaining public access to the 
waterfront and preserving the existing natural elements, such as heritage trees and 
green spaces. There is a strong desire to retain the current infrastructure, including offsite
parking, the boat launch, and waterfront docks, to accommodate visitors and various 
water sports activities. Preservation and restoration of the Haldi House, as well as other 
historic buildings.



Survey analysis

Q4 - Please share your visions or ideas for the future of the heritage Haldi House (aka Bedford 
House).

From analyzing the survey responses, we can identify the following key trends and frequencies:

1. Preservation and Restoration: Many respondents express a desire to protect and 
preserve the Haldi House as a community and heritage asset. They emphasize the 
importance of maintaining the building's historical significance and suggest restoring it 
to its original state or updating it while preserving its exterior.

2. Community Use and Space: Several respondents mention the need for community-
oriented spaces and suggest various uses for the Haldi House, such as a community 
center, meeting place, community neighbourhood house, or resource center. They highlight the 
potential for hosting events, meetings, weddings, concerts, and cultural activities in 
the restored building. Several respondents mention the need for public 
washrooms and improved facilities in the area, suggesting that the Haldi House could 
accommodate these amenities alongside its other uses.

3. Food and Beverage Establishments: Some respondents propose turning the Haldi 
House into a restaurant, coffee shop, tea house, or cafe. They mention the lack of 
waterfront dining options in Fort Langley and suggest utilizing the building to provide a 
space for visitors to enjoy food and beverages while overlooking the river.



Survey analysis

Q4 - Please share your visions or ideas for the future of the heritage Haldi House (aka Bedford 
House).

4. Location: While a few respondents suggest relocating the Haldi House, either to another site 
within Fort Langley or beside the new museum, most responses emphasize the 
importance of preserving the building while considering its safety and accessibility.

5. Museum and Heritage Interpretation: A few respondents propose transforming the 
Haldi House into a museum or heritage interpretation centre. They suggest showcasing 
Fort Langley's history, including the Jacob Haldi story, and providing educational 
resources for locals and visitors.

6. Bed and Breakfast/Visitor Accommodation: A few respondents mention the 
possibility of converting the Haldi House into a bed and breakfast or accommodation for 
tourists. They believe that providing lodging options in Fort Langley would benefit 
visitors to the area.



Survey analysis

Q5 - Are there any specific improvements or changes you would like to see implemented for 
the Fort to Fort Trail within the Fort Langley Marina Park?  

From analyzing the survey responses, we can identify the following key trends and frequencies:

1. Trail Continuity and Extension: Several respondents mentioned the importance of 
maintaining a continuous trail, extending it further along the river, connecting it to other 
areas, and ensuring easy access for canoes and kayaks. 

2. Maintenance and Improvement: There were mentions of better signage, wider and safer 
trails, improved maintenance of walkways and fences, clearing of blackberry bushes, 
and addressing flooding and erosion issues.

3. Amenities and Facilities: Some respondents suggested the addition of public 
washrooms, picnic tables, benches, garbage/recycling bins, parking areas, and better 
trail infrastructure such as raised boardwalks.

4. Waterfront Access and Activities: The desire for improved boat launches, canoe/kayak 
storage, mooring facilities, fishing areas, and the preservation of the marina park as a 
space for recreation and sport were mentioned. 



Survey analysis

Q5 - Are there any specific improvements or changes you would like to see implemented for 
the Fort to Fort Trail within the Fort Langley Marina Park?  

5. Connectivity and Overpass: Some respondents suggested connecting the trail to other 
locations, such as the national historic site, Fort Langley, or River Road, and the idea of 
an overpass over the railway tracks was mentioned. 

6. Parking and Traffic: A few respondents raised concerns about parking availability, traffic 
congestion, and the impact of large trucks in the area. 

7. Historical and Cultural Interpretation: A few respondents highlighted the need for more 
information, signage, and references related to the history, wildlife, and First Nations 
heritage along the trail.

8. Additional Suggestions: Various additional suggestions were provided, including bike 
rentals, river tours, outdoor seating areas, dog-friendly policies, improved trail grooming 
and landscape care, and the presence of an outdoor stage or amphitheatre. 



Survey analysis

Q6 - What are the elements, features, or developments that you do not want to have at the Fort 
Langley Marina Park and the heritage Haldi House properties?

From analyzing the survey responses, we can identify the following key trends and frequencies:

1. Commercial and Residential Development: Several respondents opposed 
commercial and residential development, including high-rise buildings, condos, retail 
establishments, offices, and hotels. Several respondents stressed the importance of 
community-focused and public-use facilities, such as meeting rooms, club offices, 
cultural and historic spaces, and services for water sports enthusiasts. There were 
mentions of opposition to buildings over two-three stories.

2. Green and Open Spaces: There were mentions of preserving green spaces, 
trees, and natural aspects of the area, as well as opposition to parking lots and concrete 
structures. 

3. Specific Facilities and Uses: There were mentions of opposition to 
specific facilities and uses, including skate parks, pools, playgrounds, fast food 
establishments, bike parks, and large commercial buildings. 



Survey analysis

Q6 - What are the elements, features, or developments that you do not want to have at the Fort 
Langley Marina Park and the heritage Haldi House properties?

4. Access and Parking: Some respondents expressed concerns about limited access 
to water, docks, and parking spaces, as well as the impact of congestion and traffic.

5. Location of Haldi House: Several respondents opposed the relocation of Haldi House.

6. Character and Heritage: Many respondents expressed concerns about new buildings 
that would change the existing character of the area and the need to preserve the 
heritage conservation guidelines.


