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REPORT TO
MAYOR AND COUNCIL

PRESENTED: APRIL 15, 2024 - REGULAR MEETING REPORT: 24-74
FROM: CORPORATE PROJECTS DIVISION FILE: 6120-01
SUBJECT: CAPITAL REQUEST - HALDI HOUSE FORT LANGLEY

WATERFRONT PROJECT — HALDI HOUSE

RECOMMENDATIONS:

That Council approve $4M in funding from the Capital Projects Reserve, and direct staff to
proceed with the restoration of the historic Haldi House currently located at 9272 Glover Road in
Fort Langley, as described within this report including the recommendations as made by Donald
Luxton,

That Council approve $100,000 in funding from the Capital Projects Reserve to continue with
further detailed design options and to begin the various permitting processes for a pedestrian
overpass across the rail corridor, connecting the Township’s waterfront lands and the Parks
Canada waterfront site to the Parks Canada Fort site,

That Council instruct staff to research and begin to apply for funding from other levels of
government for the future construction of the pedestrian and cycling overpass across the rail
corridor, and

That Council authorize staff to proceed to public consultation in accordance with this report and
the draft Fort Langley Waterfront Lands concept plans and schedule the first Fort Langley
Waterfront Lands public open house for Thursday, May 16, 2024.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

Restoration of the Haldi House to its original design and appearance has long been a desire of
the local community. Preliminary waterfront planning has sufficiently progressed to determine a
suitable location to restore the structure to its previous prominence on the Glover Road
streetscape. Advancing the restoration work ahead of future waterfront development prevents
further degradation of the historical building, clears the site for future public development
endeavours and reopens much desired public space to the community in a desirable historical
asset.

With approval of capital funding, the additions that facilitated the conversion of the residence
into a restaurant will be removed. The original three-storey structure will be relocated onto a
new foundation, raised up and shifted north continuing to face Glover Road, electrical, water,
sanitary and HVAC utilities will be modernized, and the building restored to its original
appearance with wrap-around verandah. The frontage on Glover Road will be enhanced to
provide better public access. The building will open up to serve the community again, available
for a variety of public uses. The schedule for completion of this work is 12-18 months including
design, demolition, construction of new foundation structure, landscape works and restoration.
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PURPOSE:

To update council and seek funding to commence a portion of the work in the March 13, 2023
Council Referral to staff, regarding the restoration of the Haldi House currently located at 9272
Glover Road, and to get authorization to proceed to public consultation on the draft Fort
Langley Waterfront Lands.
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BACKGROUND/HISTORY:

The Haldi Residence was first documented in 1986 by the Langley Heritage Society, and
subsequently added to the Township’s first Inventory in 1993. It is historically important for its
architectural, cultural, and contextual values.

Architectural

e Built by Fort Langley carpenter W.H. (Billy) Brown in 1908.

e A good example of the foursquare style popular during the Edwardian era.

e Retains its foursquare floor plan, bellcast hipped roof and dormers, wood drop siding
and double-hung wood-framed windows.

e The original residence faced Glover Road and featured a wrap-around verandah and
numerous bay windows.

e By 1957 alterations to the building included a large wrap-around porch addition at the
ground level. Additional floor space was added to the residence in 1993 to support its
continued restaurant use.

¢ A small wash house connected with the residence remains on the site fronting Glover
Road.

e The Haldi Residence and site is considered a significant contributor to the turn of the
century character of Fort Langley’s Heritage Conservation Area.

Cultural
e Historical association with one of Fort Langley’s early pioneer families.
e Excellent representation of an elaborate Fort Langley residence built during the Fort
Langley Building Boom that continued to 1912.
¢ Contributed to the historical development of the Fort Langley Village and Langley’s
connections to adjacent communities.

Context
e Landmark location on the Bedford Channel waterfront east of the Glover Road.
¢ Located on the original site of the Hudson’s Bay Company Store.
¢ Close physical link to the Jacob Haldi Bridge that currently connects Fort Langley to
Brae Island and after whom the bridge was named.

The current structure consists of four components:
1. The original 1908 three-story residence.
2. The small laundry building to the south of the same era.
3. The 1965 addition around the Haldi Residence when the building was converted to
the Bedford House and Lounge restaurant.
4. The 2003 Glover Road addition.

During Regular Council on March 13, 2024, Council referred to staff:
1. As outlined within Report to Council 07-131, July 23, 2007, the Township of Langley
completed a waterfront visioning and planning process with a clear desire to see the

waterfront be renewed and updated with pedestrian connections and other
improvements;
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2. The historic Haldi House located at 9272 Glover Road is in need of restoration along
with a potential relocation within the Fort Langley Waterfront Project and should remain
in the vicinity of historical context; and

3. There have been multiple attempts over many years to renew this waterfront area with
multiple processes of public input completed contemplating an overall public benefit and
utility;

Therefore be it resolved that Council hereby pre-approves $250,000 within the 2023 Budget
from the Capital Projects Reserve to enable the initiation, design and required pre-project
work(s) to complete a Fort Langley Waterfront Project concept, including, but not necessarily
limited to, site survey(s), geotechnical analysis, tree assessments, off-site and on-site civil
infrastructure and other items that may be required to review; and further

Be it resolved that staff shall report to Council with a design concept to be funded within the
2024 budget process, with recommendations as may be appropriate for Council to consider, to
solicit public input via a public open house(s) or other feedback processes, with potential
commencement within 2024.

DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS:

The historical alterations and changes of use to the original Haldi House over the past century
have resulted in a mish-mash of architecture and disjointed building layout. Restoration to the
original design and appearance has long been a desire of the local community. Preliminary
waterfront planning has sufficiently progressed to determine a suitable location to restore the
structure to its previous prominence on the Glover Road streetscape.

As per consultation with and Conservation Plan recommendations from Donald Luxton &
Associates, the proposed building location and restoration will improve the historical value of the
Haldi House back to its appropriate level and protect it from future flooding risks. The next
steps will include detailed design and further consultation with Donald Luxton & Associates to
ensure the restoration, preservation and repairs are done in accordance with the Standards and
Guidelines for Conservation of Historical Places in Canada.

Community Implications:

Restoration of the Haldi House would see the building returned to its original appearance with
wrap-around verandah and Glover Road facing frontage. Internally the building could serve as
available community space for a variety of neighbourhood functions. The return of the building
face to the Glover Road streetscape would provide a historical visual beacon to visitors of
downtown Fort Langley and draw them towards the Bedford Channel Waterfront, an area
intended to be a future social hub of the community. (See Attachments A and B to this report)
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Cost and Resource Allocations:

E.5

Township of Langley
Capital Project Description

Project Title:

Haldi House Relocation and Restoration

Proposed Funding Sources

Proposed Funding Sources

CFWD

2023 2024 2025 2026 2027

2028

Reserve Future Capital
Expenditure

Operating Revenue

Prior Year’s Surplus

Federal / Provincial / Other
Grants

Development Cost Charges

Reserve: Capital Projects

$4,000,000

Debt

TransLink

ICBC

Other:

Total Currently Funded

Total Currently Unfunded

$4,000,000

Estimated Annual Operating Impact | To be determined during detailed design
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Township of Langley
Capital Project Description
Project Title: Pedestrian Overpass Design Advancement

Proposed Funding Sources

Proposed Funding Sources CZI;VZV3D 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028

Reserve Future Capital
Expenditure

Operating Revenue

Prior Year’s Surplus

Federal / Provincial / Other
Grants

Development Cost Charges
Reserve: Capital Projects $100,000
Debt
TransLink
ICBC
Other:

Total Currently Funded

Total Currently Unfunded $100,000

| Estimated Annual Operating Impact | To be determined during detailed design

Respectfully submitted,

SCOTT GROVES
for
CORPORATE PROJECTS DIVISION

This report has been prepared in consultation with the following listed departments.

CONCURRENCES
Division / Department Name
FINANCE DIVISION S. Ruff

ATTACHMENT A Haldi House Restoration — Concept Plan
ATTACHMENT B Draft Fort Langley Waterfront Lands Concept and Sections
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ATTACHMENT A
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